CANDLEWOOD LAKE AUTHORITY

Member .‘\Irmr'rf;urfirim: Brrmgﬁn'}{ . Dnn[rm‘y * New Fﬂil_‘ﬁrl]{ * New .-\Iifforff * Sherman

PO BOX 37 + SHERMAN, CT 06784 * P (86G0) 354-G928 - F (860) 350-5611

Minutes of CLA Regular Meeting

June 9, 2021 7:30PM
via ZOOM due to COVID-19

Attending: Absent:
P. Schaer Sherman
D. Cushnie Sherman
M. O’Connor Sherman
J. Main New Fairfield
B. Licht New Fairfield
J. Archer New Fairfield
M. Gaffey Brookfield
B. Lohan Brookfield
W. Meikle Brookfield
C. Robinson Danbury
E. Siergiegj Danbury
D. Rosemark (phone) Danbury
S. Kluge New Milford
M. Toussaint New Milford
J. Wodarski New Milford
M Huwar t; Executive Direcior = NTSalter

J. Usher, Administrative Coordinator
N. Mellas, Chief, CLAMP
W. Katzing, Sergeant, CLAMP

Recorder: Jeannine Usher
Guests: 2

Chairman, Marianne Gaffey called the meeting to order at 7:34pm.

PUBLIC COMMENT
None

CONSENT AGENDA
Phyllis Schaer made a motion to approve the consent agenda, seconded by Will Meikle with all voting in favor.

Marianne Gaffey made a motion to add the discussion regarding the return of in-person meetings to the agenda at
the end of the meeting. This was seconded by Will Meikle, with all voting in favor.

TREASURER’S REPORT
Bill Lohan made a motion to transfer $50,000 from our current budget surplus to the capital project fund for future
capital projects, seconded by Martin O'Connor with all voting in favor.

CLAMP (Chief Nick Mellas)
Nick Mellas and Mark Howarth met with the Emergency Management Team on June 8™ for a productive meeting.
Ramp operations are underway and is going well. The season is starting off very busy with warm temperatures.

Chief Mellas and Ms. Gaffey recognized Sgt. Bill Katzing at the meeting., The CLA Board of Delegates commended
Sgt Billy Katzing of the CLA Marine Patrol for assisting a swimmer in distress on Sunday afternoon. Although Sgt



Katzing was not on duty at the time, he took quick action to assist a struggling swimmer and bring him to safety.
Hats off to Billy!
Sgt Katzing departed the meeting after he was recognized.

Steve Kluge made a motion to accept the May minutes, seconded by Mr. Lohan will all voting in favor.

PUBLIC SAFETY (Joe Wodarski)
The Commissioning for the new Silver Ships patrol boat is Weds, June 16™ at 11:00am in Sherman. It will be a brief
ceremony.

EQUIPMENT & FACILTIES (Doug Cushnie)
Doug Cushnie reported that the first service for the Silver Ship boat was completed at Echo Bay. Nick Mellas, Mike
Gasperino and Doug Cushnie are getting familiar with the new vessel.

PUBLIC AWARENESS (Marianne Gaffey for Joan Archer)
Assistant Chairman, Joan Archer is not present. Ms. Gaffey presented her report. She thanked Mark Ramussen for
his efforts with the Annual Clean Up. Donations are coming in from the appeal.

Public awareness is on the rise. Ms. Gaffey asked delegates to send in content for social media to either herself,
Cathy Donohue, or Jeannine Usher.

WATERSHED MANAGEMENT (Steve Kluge)

The Lake Steward Program kicked off Sunday, June 6th. Steve Kluge was at the New Milford ramp, and Ms. Gaffey
was at the Brookfield ramp, each assisting the new stewards and Mark Howarth was at those ramps and visited the
other three town ramps.

Ms. Gaffey and Mr. Kluge visited the islands on Saturday to see what the conditions were. Water Quality
monitoring is in full swing: two rounds were done in May. When Neil Stalter returns, zebra mussel studies will
resume,

NEW BUSINESS

Discussion of Return of In-Person Meetings

On June 8™, the state legislature announced that all meetings can now be in person, hybrid or remote. A decision
does not need to be made at this time.

Ms. Schaer made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Kluge with all voting in favor. The meeting adjourned at
8:35pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Wanbin. O'Comunn /9"(-/

Martin O’Connor, Secretary
Jeannine Usher, Administrative Coordinator

These minutes are not considered official until they have been approved at
the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Candlewood Lake Authority.
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June 9, 2021
Chairman of the BOD Monthly Report
Marianne Gaffey

1. Our new Silver Ships boat arrived on 5/26, the commissioning will be June 16 at the
Sherman Base.

2. The Lake Clean-Up was held on May 22 with COVID restrictions in place and was very
successful — many thanks to Mark Rasmussen for coordinating the volunteer captains

and their crews. Also, a big thanks to New Fairfield Public Works for filling the
"""—"d'ump‘si'&'f‘.—"" i e s RS - s e e

3. Afundraising letter was mailed at the end of May, donations are coming in and will be
reviewed with the BOD next month.

4. The Lake Stewards program had its pilot run on Sunday, June 6 at the Brookfield and
New Milford ramps with great feedback from the public.

5. The current Executive Orders concerning in person meetings expires on July 20 so after
that date we must meet in person (members can still join electronically as we have done

in the past). Beginning with the August BOD meeting we will be at Brookfield Town Hall
and we are moving upstairs to room 209.
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June 9, 2021
Executive Director
Mark Howarth

Monthly Report

Lake Steward Program
We kicked off our Lake Steward ramp inspection program this past

We had a successful first day of training and checking incoming
boats and trailers and look forward to the full roll out of the
program.

We have been working with the CT DEEP on a Special Use License
and we are setting up training with the CT DEEP to go through the
training that their BEAs get. We hope to have the license and training in place very shortly.
This will allow us to operate at all 5 town launches and the State launches.

J. Marsicano and F. Cioffi Memorial Candlewood Lake Clean Up:
= We had another very successful clean up this year, even though it was
@ R different due to COVID precautions. We had over 100 participants
CANDLEWOOD LAKE and nearly 20 boats out there cleaning up the lake, in self contained

CLEAN UP crews. They returned to the New Fairfield town boat launch to drop
off the garbage they collected, and although we couldn’t do the
traditional lunch gathering afterwards, they still managed to fill a 30-
yard dumpster full of trash, and we provided all participants with a t-
shirt and 2021 Candlewood Lake magnet. Many thanks to Mark
Rasmussen and others for helping to organize this, to New Fairfield
Parks and Rec and to New Fairfield Public Works for coming with the bucket loader to make
unloading the boats and filling the dumpster fast and easy!
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Silver Ships Patrol Boat

We took delivery of the new Silver Ships Marine Patrol boat
the week prior to Memorial Day weekend. The boat has
gotten excellent reviews from all who have seen, ridden in
or driven the boat. We are very excited to see the positive
impact this boat will have for the Marine Patrol.

s o = Unfortunately, the rain canceled the Sherman Memorial Day
parade so we did not get to have the boat in the parade this year.

Island Restoration

We had a meeting about the Sand Island restoration project Ed Siergeij is leading. Ed, Neil, Jeff
and | met with Brian and Lauren on the island to discuss how to best proceed with this project.
We are excited to get this project in process to restore the eroding shoreline and lost
vegetation on the island. Following the Sand Island meeting, Jeff and | joined Neil for the
second water quality testing day in May.




PO Box 37, Sherman CT, 06784 Ph: 860-354-6928 Fax: 860-350-5611

Nicholas Mellas

Chief of Marine Enforcement
Candlewood Lake Authority
June 9, 2021

¢ The Patrol season is off to a good start

e Saturation detail June 5th and 6th

o 86 Contacts so far this season as of 6/6

e 4 infractions written

e 5 Rain out shifts

e Ramp operations are in full force at the Danbury boat launch, officers stationed

throughout-the day,-24-vessels-inspected-through-veluntary-safety-checks,-10-vessels -
were denied launching privileges until they returned with required safety devices mostly
personal floatation devices and type IV throwable devices. Approximately 12 vessels
were seen pulling into the launch area and then immediately departing the area to
avoid ramp inspection or interaction with Officers stationed at the ramp.

o  Off duty Officer William Katzing involved in a water rescue in the vicinity of Rock Island
for a struggling swimmer. Officer Katzing swam from his personal vessel to a swimmer in
distress bringing him to a safe location to recover.



